
Dr. Edwin L. Cliburn was born in Newnan, Georgia, on April 2, 1927, but grew up in Columbus, 

Georgia. During World War II and the Korean War, he served in the United States Marine 

Corps. During his first tour of duty, he answered a call to the Christian ministry. He was a 1950 

graduate of Mercer University and earned graduate degrees at New Orleans Baptist and Southern 

Baptist seminaries. 

His ministry was spent primarily in Georgia where he served as a youth minister with the 

Tattnall Square Baptist Church in Macon during 1949 and 1950, and as minister of education at 

the First Baptist Church of Macon from 1954 to 1957. For 24 years, 1957 to 1981, he was pastor 

of the First Baptist Church of Thomaston. During this time he also served as a trustee of Tift 

College in Forsyth, the Baptist Village in Waycross, Mercer University in Macon, as president of 

the Georgia Baptist Sunday School Convention, as vice-president of the Georgia Baptist 

Convention, and many denominational committees. From 1970 to 1973, he chaired a special bi-

racial committee to facilitate the integration of the Thomaston City Schools. 

He moved away from Thomaston in 1981 to serve as the Assistant Executive Director-Treasurer 

of the Georgia Baptist Convention, retiring in 1994 and returning to Thomaston. During his 

tenure with the Convention and in retirement, he served as interim pastor of 26 different 

congregations. Among these were East Thomaston (3 times) The Rock, Antioch, Fellowship, 

First Baptist Manchester, Milner (2 times) New Hope, Shiloh, First Baptist Thomaston, Emory's 

Chapel, Silvertown, Valley Grove and Concord. He preached almost every Sunday until his 84th 

birthday. During his long ministry, he preached 64 revivals, married hundreds of couples and 

participated in almost 1,000 funerals. 

Dr. Cliburn served as the Treasurer for the Centennial Baptist Association for 19 years. He was 

recognized for this accomplishment at the CBA 2014 Annual Fall Meeting where it was also 

revealed that the Association had voted to establish a scholarship in his name.  

Dr. Cliburn served as Mayor of Thomaston from 1996-1999, as a member of the Industrial 

Authority, the Chamber of Commerce and the Board of Health. During his long membership in 

the Upson Historical Society he once served as its president and for a number of years he edited 

their newsletter, writing many articles on local history. He also authored two volumes on local 

history: In Unbroken Line, a history of the First Baptist Church and Proud to be from R. E. Lee, a 

history of Thomaston's beloved school. In addition to these books, he wrote four volumes of 

family history which also chronicled his own life's story. In 1999 the Chamber of Commerce 

awarded him their Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 


